Edinburgh, that the poison acts directly and rapidly on the nerve cells even when it is only later that, under the influence of over-work and ill-nutrition, the resulting paralysis becomes unmasked; and that one of the reasons why the heart fails earliest and most frequently is that it is the organ which gets the least rest, whiler on the other hand, it is the organ which most depends on the perfection of nervous arrangements. The practical outcome of all this is that anti-toxin should be used early, before degenerative changes have been set up, and that enough anti-toxin should be used to neutralise not only the lethal effects of the diphtheria toxin, but also its local and paralysis-producing action.
There seems to be complete unanimity as to this.
